
Pastor Devotion:  

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or dis-
tress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Romans 
8:35 

It has been said that April showers bring May flowers. If you’ve had April show-
ers, don’t be surprised if God awaits with a gorgeous bouquet of May flowers. 
It could come tomorrow. Perhaps it won’t come until sometime later. But don’t 
be discouraged. 

Jesus Christ will bring His elegant bouquet, everything perfectly arranged. He 
may resolve your turmoil just as you prayed. He may resolve it in a different, 
much better way. Or He may choose not to resolve it all. Still, you can be as-
sured His thoughts are higher than your thoughts and His plan is perfection. 
He knows what is best for you. 

Someday He will knock, holding your bouquet of May flowers. They will be 
your favorite color, beautiful and bright and wonderfully scented, a sweet savor 
unto the Lord. 

 
Your April showers could be anything: trouble, sickness, sin. Perhaps they have 
left you feeling unworthy of God’s attention and love. Understand that His is an 
unconditional love, and you have done nothing for which He won’t forgive or 
restore you. 

God’s May flowers are a symbol of His eternal love that was demonstrated at 
the cross. He is able to cultivate them in season and out of season. They will 
have been planted, fertilized, and grown with the greatest of care by the ulti-
mate Gardener. Jesus will bring the flowers after using your April showers to 
water them perfectly. 
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From Pastor Samuel To You:  

Last week in Kid’s Church, we began going through the sermon on the mount with the children. Beginning 
with the Beatitudes, they learned what it means to be “poor in spirit”.  

Matthew 5:3 - “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  

They learned how being “poor in spirit” doesn't exactly mean thinking less of yourself, but rather it means 
being “poor”, or understanding that you don’t have enough to make yourself right before God. To recognize 
that by ourselves, without Christ, we are spiritually poor. We can never have enough good works, good 
deeds, or righteousness in ourselves to earn God’s love, to earn God’s forgiveness, or to make ourselves 
right before Him. We cannot do it on our own, and need a Savior. It’s not us that makes ourselves right be-
fore God, but Christ’s finished work on the cross. And recognizing our spiritual bankruptcy, our spiritual 
poorness, and need for a Savior, and accepting Jesus as that Savior, causes us to inherit the kingdom of 
heaven.  

Even as children, they understood, they admitted their failures, and recognized their “spiritual poverty” and 
their need for a Savior. Not only did they understand it, but they were over joyed to realize that their salva-
tion doesn’t depend on them and their work and perfection, but rather Christ’s perfect work, His death and 
resurrection. They were relieved to realize that God doesn’t expect them to earn His love, but that He is a 
God who loves to give it freely, though His son. And exuberant to know they didn’t have to do this alone!  

As adults however, how often do we forget this? How often can we work, work, work, and start operating 
from the mindset that says, I’ve got to do all this so that God will love me, and be pleased with me. Or we 
start thinking too highly of ourselves, thinking that we’ve earned a place in the kingdom of heaven, or   
thinking that God somehow owes us something, or maybe wear ourselves down by striving to prove         
ourselves before God or one another. When in reality according to the Word, even our righteous works are 
as filthy rags before a perfect holy God. In our flesh we could never please God, the only one who could do it 
perfectly was Christ himself. And the only reason why God sees us as righteous is because we’ve received 
the righteousness that Christ earned through His sinless life, and perfect sacrifice. But sometimes we can 
begin to think of ourselves as spiritually “lofty”, or spiritually “rich”, when the Bible describes us as 
“spiritually poor”. As much as this might kill our pride, or hurt our ego, this reality is one of the most reliev-
ing truths we hold. To know that my salvation is in God’s hands, not mine. To know that I don’t have to add 
up to the perfection of God’s standards to be accepted by Him. Even when I fail, even when I mess up, even 
when I can’t handle the weight of what I’m going through, God loves me and carries me. Because it’s not my 
perfection that  everything leans on, it’s Jesus’.  

What a beautiful reality to remember, as we often forget. We don’t have to strive for God’s love and         
acceptance, but rather we operate in love as an overflow of the love and acceptance that we have already 
received from Him. Despite ourselves, despite our short comings, despite our sin at times, despite our fail-
ures. Although it offends our ego, what a JOY it is to be “spiritually poor”! What a JOY it is to understand our 
inability, and that we don’t have enough within ourselves to please God, to be saved, or to walk this life of 
faith. It’s not by our strength, but by Christ’s! What a JOY to remember, especially when we have no 
strength of our own left. It is so easy to see it as a weakness, to not be able to do things on our own, or to 
admit we need help. But we as Christians, ALL ought to find JOY in admitting that. The work isn’t ours to do, 
it’s Christ’s, and it’s finished. We all ought to be “poor in spirit”, and praise God that he blesses us with the 
kingdom of heaven on account of it.  



Christian Women’s Fellowship 

   Our April 12th meeting was held at 7 pm in the 

church fellowship hall. We shared prayer praises and 

concerns.  Our devotion, “Enthusiastically 

Equipped,” was given by Rosolyn. The scripture was 

Hebrews 10: 20 and 21. We are equipped to serve 

God by serving others through studying God’s. Word 

and through the Holy Spirit.  The opening prayer was 

given. 

   We are scheduled to feed the Onslow County 

Homeless Shelter on Saturday, April 30th at 6 pm. 

The menu is fried chicken, green beans, mac and 

cheese, deviled eggs, rolls, brownies, tea, and lem-

onade.  We are pre-paring for forty residents.  All food 

needs to be in the church fellowship hall by 5 pm.  

The ones serving will leave the church by 5:30. 

    The Christian Movie, “Love, Kennedy,” will be 

shown on Saturday, May 15 from 2:30 to 4:00 pm. 

We will be serving popcorn, candy, and sodas.  This 

movie is for all ages.  We encourage our church fami-

ly to join us and also to invite someone.  This will be 

held in the fellowship hall. 

   The service project for April was giving a monetary 

gift to a local family.  We have also purchased gift 

cards to be given away at the party for the graduating 

seniors.  First Christian is sponsoring a party for them 

on April 23rd after the prom.  All seniors are invited. 

   CHEW is well stocked for this month.  RCOM, how-

ever, has needs.  We are donating ketchup and mus-

tard in small bottles, not over 20 ounce size. We are 

asking our congregation to contribute to this also.  

We thank you for all you do.  A container is located in 

the fellowship hall for collection. 

   The treasurer’s report was given.  We are so 

blessed. It is a privilege to be able to give to others.  

The Christmas box balance was given also.   

   The May 10th hostess is Brenda H.  Thanks to Anne 

Nelson for serving delicious refreshments at our April 

meeting.  

Ladies, we invite you to join us.  We normally meet on 

the 2nd Tuesday  of every month. However, in June, 

we have scheduled a ladies’ night out. It will be held 

at Logan’s Steakhouse in Jacksonville at 6 pm.       

Ladies, come fellowship with us and enjoy delicious 

food. 

    We closed with prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mary Ann Metts, Secretary 

   The CMF met on Monday, April 4th for its regular 
monthly meeting in the fellowship hall.  Bob James 
presented a devotion on “Acceptance,” with several 
Biblical references to God’s acceptance of us, as 
well as, our acceptance of God’s will in our life.  Our 
human attitude has to change by our willingness to 
turn our life over to God in order for Him to complete 
his work within us. 

   The men received reports on their support of the 
After-Prom Party and the upcoming high school sen-
ior scholarships fund, as well as, making prepara-
tions for Mother’s Day gifts.  Furthermore, the group 
is checking into the possibility of attending a Kinston 
Wood Ducks baseball game in the near future.   

   Nine men attended the April Birthday Breakfast at 
Angie’s Restaurant in Jacksonville on Saturday, April 
16th.  We plan to meet again on Saturday, May 21st, 
at 7:15 a.m. to celebrate May birthdays for any man 
within the church.  All men are invited to participate 
in this informal Christian gathering and to enjoy a fine 
breakfast meal among Christian brethren. 

   The CMF will hold its regular monthly meeting on 
Monday, May 2nd at 7 p.m. in the fellowship hall.     
Dennis Jones will provide the evening devotion.   

       
 Dennis E. Jones, CMF Reporter 

Christian Men’s Fellowship 



 

Fire Pit Fellowship-May 6th 
Friday Night Fun, Fellowship & Games. 

Join us for Hotdogs, Smores, and snacks at the Picnic Shelter. 
6:30 pm 

 
 

 
 

 

 Church Softball Game-Sunday, May 22nd 
Friendly, Fun, Family game 

Open to everyone at Church Softball field. 
4:00 pm 

Drinks & Snacks will be provided. 
If you don’t play-Come cheer for your church 

family.  

Movie Day 

May 15th at 2:30-4:00 

“Love, Kennedy” 



Dear pastors and board members, 

Please find attached the photos of our children in their New uniforms. Thank you so much for being a part of 

that great blessing. Our uniforms were last changed in 2018. So, that was extremely important for us now. 

May God bless You abundantly. 

In Him  

Núbia Mesquita 

Missionary News 

CHOIR NOTES 

The Sanctuary Choir will share a few of our favorite anthems during the Sundays that follow Easter. MY      

REDEEMER AND MY FRIEND (You're the hand that dries my silent tears, the words that still my deepest fears, 

the voice that leads me when I'm lost; You died upon the cross. You bore my burdens and my sins; You're my 

Redeemer and My Friend.) O VICTORY IN JESUS, and YOU ARE MINE are other selections that we will sing in 

May. 

The hymns for the congregation will include, Jesus Shall Reign, I Have Decided to Follow Jesus, Fill My Cup, 

Lord, and many others. What is your favorite hymn? What would you like to sing during worship on Sunday 

morning; at the 8:30 service? 

Let me know and I will try to include your choices in the song selections in the next few months. 

The Handbells are scheduled to play in May. We need a few more rehearsals before we decide for sure. New 

folks have been popping in and out, but we will play soon. 

Choir rehearsals will continue through June. The choir will take a break during July. I am always looking for 

soloists or ensembles to share special music with us. Choir meets at 7:30p.m. on Wednesdays. Handbell re-

hearsals will resume (after the RHS musical) on Thursdays at 5:45p.m. Please join us. We will be so glad to 

see you. 

Blessings, Kay Payne 







  1 Julie Flemming 

  4  Aaliyah Duganne 

  7 Shelia Nikkel, Mike Huffman,  

     Lori Sparks 

19 Terry Jarman 

 

20 Kelsey Metts 

23 Laura Markl 

27 Bonnie Stamey 

For this month we will focus on: 

Youth Flip Flops  

Youth T-Shirts 

Church Directory 

If you would like a picture taken for the new directory, please sign-up in  

the church vestibule. The dates are: May 21, from 9am-12pm and 

June 6, from 9am-12 pm. 

 

If you have any questions please contact Mara Adkins or the church office. 

Background 


