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Monday—Thursday 

9 a.m.—2 p.m. 

(910) 324-4690 
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office@fccrichlands.org 

Facebook, YouTube 

Service Times 

8:30 AM Traditional 

10:00 AM Sunday School 

11:00 AM Contemporary/

Nursery/Preschool/ 

Kids Church 

 

Bible Study 

Wed. Adult  

9:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

Youth 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Grades 5-12 

 

Pastor Mark Reid 

Senior Pastor 

Office hours:  

Thursday, Friday 9:00-1:00 

 

Samuel Wenté 

Associate Pastor 

Office hours: Tuesday,  

Thursday, Friday 9:00-1:00 
 

Staff 

Director of Music 

Kay Payne 
 

Office Manger 

Debbie Rogers 

 

Custodian 

Gwen Morton 

 

Autumn is a wonderful time to observe nature. As I watch the swirling leaves stirred by 

the wind, I am reminded that they display an important lesson for all of us to follow suit 

in a way. Just as the trees don’t stubbornly hold on to their dead leaves, so we shouldn’t 

hold on to any unnecessary weight in our lives. When we long to enter a new season, the 

old can easily inhibit the new if we allow it. God’s Word reminds us to: 

Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of 

malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ 

God forgave you. Ephesians 4:31,32 (NIV) 

To get rid of negativity in our lives, we must first identify it. How can we do this? 

» By reading God’s Word. 

» By allowing His Spirit to show us the necessary heart changes we need. 

» By being willing to shun practices such as bitterness and anger. 

» By asking God to help us let go of the guilt from the past. 

 The Lord longs to empower and strengthen us for the new season ahead! If we’re not 

sure of the issues detaining a kind and compassionate spirit, He will show us when we 

ask. And if guilt from the past is preventing this beautiful new season, we have His prom-

ises like this one to remember: 

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it 

springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in 

the wasteland.  Isaiah 43:18,19 (NIV) 

What are you holding on to that is preventing a freshness to the season ahead? Could it 

be that the decayed leaves are piling up and your heart needs to discard them for good? 

If so, why not reach out to the Lord in prayer? He longs to hear from you. Ask Him to 

shine light on any thoughts, circumstances, habits or other “decayed leaves” you might 

be clinging to. As you watch the leaves fall this season, our prayer is that you are remind-

ed to let go of anything that would hinder a fresh relationship with God. 

Pastor Thoughts: 

“LORD, we ask that You would give us Your vision for our lives, in Jesus’ name 

Pastor Mark 



From Pastor Samuel To You: 
 

‘For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ.’ - 1 Corinthians 12:12 
 
At times, it can be very easy for anyone to view the church in terms of consumerism. We might 
think “What can I get out of it”? Sometimes, we can look for ways and opportunities to be fed, but 
not to feed. And we can begin to think of church as a spectatorship rather than a participation. But 
the church isn’t just a man standing behind a pulpit, and people drawing near to hear what he has 
to say. No, the church is when believers come together to worship the Lord, accomplish His will, 
and expand His kingdom together as one body. And being a part of a church means being a part 
of moving the body in that direction.  
 
The Apostle Paul often rights about the body of Christ, relating it to a human body. And he con-
stantly makes the point that the body is made up of many different parts, but yet still is just one 
body. Each part having its job, and for any one part to not do its job would be to compromise the 
health and functionality of the body as a whole. That’s exactly how the Lord designed the church 
to function. Not one person, or a group of people doing all the work, but rather the entire body as 
a whole rolling up their sleeves, and getting their hands dirty together. Each with their own pur-
pose, gifting, callings, abilities, passions, they all come together to expand the Lord’s kingdom. 
And it’s when we as Christians begin to simply spectate rather than participate, that the functional-
ity and effectiveness of the church begins to dampen. 
 
Think of when you had a small child, or maybe when you yourself were a small child. The holidays 
roll around, and the small child wants to be able to give gifts to their family, but they have no mon-
ey to by anything by themself, nor do they have transportation to get to the store and back. But 
maybe the parent will have a few extra things that they bought for everyone. And so that parent 
gives those small gifts they bought to the young child, so that the child could wrap them, take 
ownership, and feel like they had something to give away. My mother often did this for me with 
small things like socks or mugs. The parent essentially gives a gift to the child in order for the 
child to give it away. This is exactly how the Church is meant to operate. The Lord gives us tal-
ents, abilities, passions, and spiritual gifts. But not so that we could boast, and not so that we 
could build ourselves up with them. But rather so that we could give them away. The Lord gives 
us of us gifts individually so that we could use them to edify and build up the church. And when 
people begin to function in that way, the church becomes a mighty force.  
 
The church is not simply a place to be served, but rather a place to come a serve. A place to 
come alongside one another and edify, build up, and strengthen one another. A place to pray for 
each other, encourage one another, and meet each others’ needs. It’s a place for all hands to be 
on deck, ready to move as the Spirit leads and convicts. A place for every single member to have 
a task to do, and every part of the body to help the body move as a whole. And when the church 
begins to move like that, it becomes an unconquerable force against the kingdom of darkness. 
Even for those who feel as though they have nothing to give, you still have the most powerful tool 
as your disposal. That is prayer. A church that prays with each other and for each other is a 
church that makes serious headway for Christ’s Kingdom. So as we continue on in the busy fall 
season, with event after event, opportunity after opportunity, let us all consider what we can do to 
come alongside the body and help it to move and function the way the Lord has designed.  



                             NEWS FROM CWF FOR OCTOBER 2022 NEWSLETTER 

      Thirteen ladies attended our CWF Gathering on Tues., Sept. 13th.We opened with prayer. We shared 

prayer praises and concerns. After sharing, Rosolyn gave our devotion, “Darkness to Light.”  As we know 

Jesus is ‘The Light’.  We need to dwell on Him.  He is always with us.   

   Two thank-you cards were read.  Several all-occasion cards were signed for use as needed. We finalized 

our lasagna/salad fundraiser on Sept.25th after the 11 o’ clock service.  

   The craft show is coming along beautifully. We will be selling hot dogs, chips, desserts, sodas, and bottled 

water.  We will be providing these in the fellowship hall and the CLC kitchens.   There will be one or two 

baskets (full of craft items) raffled near the end of the craft show. 

   We will be recognizing our 2 ministers and each wife on Sunday, October 16th during the 8:30 am service.  

This is for the Week of the Ministry.  A report was given on the caterer and menu for our church 

Christmas Party scheduled for Dec. 5th at 6:30 pm.  Our caterer is Jamie Bright.  The menu is fried chicken, 

pork tenderloin, mashed potatoes & gravy, rolls, banana pudding and tea.  We will have tickets available in  

the near future.   

   We are scheduled to feed the residents at the homeless shelter on Saturday, Oct 29th at 6pm.  The menu 

will be planned at our Oct. 11th meeting. 

   We gave a Piggly Wiggly gift card to a family as our service project.   

Thanks to all members who are continuing to give to CHEW and RCOM. We are still collecting instant oat-

meal, instant grits, and pop tarts for CHEW.  We are requesting small jars of grape jelly and peanut butter 

(not over20 ounces} and/or small cans of chicken for RCOM.  Again, containers for any of these items are in 

the church foyer and/or fellowship hall. 

   Our treasury report was given.  So, was a report given on our Christmas box.   

   Thanks to Susan for yummy refreshments.  LADIES, we invite you to join us at our Oct. 11th meeting.    

Pati May will be our hostess at our next meeting. We closed with prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mary Ann Metts, Secretary 



Christian Men’s Fellowship (CMF) News 

 
    The CMF met on Tuesday, September 6th in the Fellowship Hall.  With the approaching 21st anniversary of 
the bombings of the World Trade Center, Pentagon and the crashing of the airline in Pennsylvania on        
September 11, 2001, Ken Brown shared an inspiring video devotion, “In My Seat.”  It was the true story of 
American Airline pilot Steve Scheibner, who was initially scheduled to fly Flight II from Boston to Los Angeles 
on the morning of September 11th.  Instead, he was replaced by a senior pilot, Tom McGinness, who was 
killed when the flight was overtaken and crashed into the World Trade Center in New York City.  In all 2,977 
died that morning.  Steve shared his Christian mission statement: “To seek truth and glorify God … and to be 
a faithful servant for God.”  He shared how he had two individuals who died in his place:  Tom McGuinness 
and JESUS CHRIST.  Scheibner is now a minister who shares how God directs our paths, if we will trust and 
obey God’s will.  I Corinthians 15:3 and Jeremiah 29:11 were our lesson scriptures. 

     The group made further arrangements for our upcoming SOUP & SANDWICH fundraiser, scheduled for 
Sunday, November 6th, as well as, plans to provide the entertainment for the annual CHRISTMAS PARTY, 
scheduled for Monday, December 5th.  Furthermore, President Tom Barbee submitted the idea of placing a 
marker on the church building, indicating its construction date.  Further discussion suggested the marker   
include the founding of Richlands FCC in 1882.  More discussion will be addressed in the near future. 

     On Saturday, September 17th a dozen men gathered at Angie’s Restaurant in Jacksonville to celebrate the 
monthly birthdays of Bert Hall and Roy Metts, both of whom were in attendance.  Our OCTOBER BIRTHDAY 
BREAKFAST will be held on SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15TH at 7:15 a.m.  We will be celebrating the birthdays of 
several men of the church:  Tom Barbee, Steve Rogers and Sam Wente (all on the 14th), Billy Murphy (22nd), 
Mark Reid (24th), Tim Atkins (27th), Tracey Whaley (30th) and Tony Bostic (31st).  All men of the church and 
their guests are welcomed to attend!!  Hope to see you there! 

     Our October CMF meeting will be held on Monday, October 3rd at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Dennis 
Jones will provide the devotional program.  All men of the church are urged to attend.  Come join us for 
Christian Fellowship among men of the church!! 

 

       Dennis E. Jones, CMF Reporter 

Richland Community Out reach Ministry –R.C.O.M. 

Food Donations 

 RCOM wants to thank each of you for your support of items needed so desperately for the Food    

Pantry. Besides the Christian Women’s Fellowship that has graciously donated for several months, our 

Church, along with veterans connected with Ray and Diane Randall, has donated 41 jars of jelly, 22 jars of 

peanut butter, 12 bottles of pancake syrup, 8 boxes pancake mix, 2 bottles of ketchup and 3 bottles of mus-

tard. This will go along way with others churches and community friends helping out too. 

 Now that our supply has built up on these items, there is a need for small cans of chicken, spam, 

luncheon meat, and ramen noodles packs. The Ministry would be very appreciative of any of the items. 

 If you have any  questions, please call Shirley Woodard at (910)330-3847. 



Samaritan Shoebox Ministry 
 

We never know how items we pack in the shoeboxes will impact someone’s life.  The following story 
shows how a simple yo-yo strengthened Desire’s spiritual life.  He now teaches God’s word through the 
SSB (Operation Christmas Child) book of stories about Jesus that is packed in every shoebox called “The 
Greatest Journey.” 

Désiré 
-and- 

The Yo-yo 
God used a simple light-up yo-yo to remind me of His love. 

  
I remember walking every day to school when I was young. Most of the time I went without any lunch because my 
parents couldn’t afford to feed all of us a lunch. I was one of seven children, and we lived in a very poor area of 
Burkina Faso. 
It was hard to even earn enough money for food, and nobody had money for gifts at Christmas. My parents did 
not buy things like toys or even many books to read. 
When I received my first gift, it was in an Operation Christmas Child shoebox, and it was a real blessing for me. 
We also listened to a presentation of the Gospel, and I received a copy of the Greatest Gift booklet. Though I had 
already accepted Christ a couple years earlier and grown up in church, I was excited to read that book over and 
over to learn more about Him. 
I couldn’t wait to see what was inside my shoebox, but I also looked forward to what God was going to do in my 
life. 
We did not open our boxes at the event. We wanted to share the experience with our family. When I got home I 
opened the box up and saw all those wonderful gifts. There were toys and books, and what I especially enjoyed 
was my yo-yo. It was a special yo-yo, because at night it would just light up my dark neighborhood. 
I wasn’t just excited about having new toys and new things, though. I was also excited because I was surprised to 
receive a gift from people I didn’t know and might never meet. Honestly, I had never received a gift in my life, and 
I never expected it. 
So, when Operation Christmas Child told me that people from the other side of the world cared about me, it 
helped me to experience even more thankfulness for God’s faithfulness toward me. Who would ever think that 
God would use a simple light-up yo-yo in a shoebox to remind me of His love? I think back to that Saturday morn-
ing and to all the ways God has continued to be faithful to me since then. God has even used me to share His love 
with others in my country. 
A few years after receiving that shoebox I began another journey I didn’t expect. When I was 12 years old I started 
a children’s ministry in my neighborhood to teach others about Jesus Christ. Since then I’ve been able to share the 
love of God throughout my neighborhood and in many villages in Burkina Faso. 
More recently, I’ve been involved in evangelism and discipleship as part of Operation Christmas Child. As I’ve 
taught The Greatest Journey discipleship program throughout my country, I have seen God change the hearts of 
many children. I’ve seen nine churches started as a result of Gospel seeds planted through The Greatest Journey 
project. 
Today I live in Tulsa, Oklahoma, where I attend Bible college and am learning to be an even better teacher of 
God’s Word. 
I am so grateful to the many, many people who pack Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes, because through one 
of these simple gifts God opened more of my heart to Him and to telling others about Him. 
And thank you for praying for God to work through Operation Christmas Child and for praying for kids to become 
disciples and disciplemakers like He made me.  
Copied from Operation Christmas Child 
 
On Friday, November 4th at 9:00 a.m. we will meet in the CLC building to lay out all the items to prepare for the 
shoebox packing party.  Our shoebox packing party will be on Sat, November 5th at 9:00 a.m. 
As we pack the shoeboxes, and they begin their journey to the children around the world, we need to continue to 
pray that the boxes will be given to the child in need of these items packed in our shoeboxes.  That these small 
gifts will be a witness to these children of Jesus’s love for them, and their families.  This may be the only oppor-
tunity some children will ever have to hear about how much Jesus loves them. 
Please continue to pray for this ministry.   
Thank you for your continued support of this ministry. 
 
Brenda Huffman  



S.T.A.R.S. 

Seniors That Are Really 

Special 

October 2nd  

At: 4:30  

Fellowship Hall 

How about Smore’s Firepit and Fellowship 

If you were not able to make it last month, 

come join us October 15 at 6:00PM.  

Located Picnic Shelter, by the Christian Life 

Center. 

Chili, Smore’s, and more… 

Bring the family, bring a friend 



OCTOBER Birthday’s 
2 Edwin Jackson 

5 Vicki Paul 

11 Cindy Lunceford 

14 Tom Barbee, Steve Rogers,  

     Samuel Wente 

17 Margie Hintze 

18 Janice Jedrey  

19 Adalyn Bennetch22 Billy Murphy 

24 Earla Forrester, Mark Reid 

27 Tim Adkins 

30 Tracey Whaley 

31 Tony Bostic, Vittoria Young 

Octobers Monthly Meetings 

3rd Christian Men’s Fellowship Meeting 7:00 PM 

5th 9:30 AM Adult Bible Study, 6:30 PM Adult Bible Study 

and     Youth. 7:30 PM Choir practice (every Wednesday) 

6th Praise Team Rehearsal (Every Thursday Night) 

10th Board Meeting 7:00 PM 

11th Christian Women’s Fellowship Meeting 7:00 PM 

15th  Handbell rehearsal (Every Monday Night) at 5:30 PM 

 


