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Thoughts from the Pastor

It’s Independence Day—the day we celebrate how free we are in the U.S.! But I’m going 
to say something strange for the 4th of July: People in America aren’t really free. Just 
look around: Bitter partisanship and anger and bitterness—is that freedom? The 
constant struggle to have more money and stuff—is that freedom? The fear of death 
that leads people to spend whatever possible just to stay alive a little longer—is that 
freedom? Pride over sin parading through the streets—is that freedom? Here’s 
something we need to understand: You can live in the U.S. and still not be free. You can 
be free and still not be free.

At least that’s what Jesus says. The Jews of his day were proud of their freedom too, 
just as you and I are to be Americans. They said, “We are Abraham’s descendants and 
have never been slaves of anyone.” Sounds very American, doesn’t it? Listen to Jesus’ 
response: “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.” Those Jews were 
wrong about freedom. The real master in our world isn’t a foreign country, it’s sin. 
“Everyone who sins is a slave to sin.” Would you agree? When greed grabs your heart 
and controls your life, you’re not free. When bitterness fills your mind and guides your 
tongue, you’re not free. When alcohol or lust control your body, you’re not free. 
“Everyone who sins is a slave to sin.” Can we argue with that?

Here’s the irony: We think that the more we can do what we want, the freer we are. We 
say: “It’s a free country, so I can do whatever I want!” Do you know where that thought 
started? In the Garden of Eden. With a snake. “If you do what you want, if you eat this 
fruit, then you will be free, then you will have the knowledge of good and evil. The more 
you get to do what you want, the freer you are!” What’s the truth? Having the freedom 
to do what I want makes me even more a slave to sin. 

Do you want to be really free? Listen to Jesus: “To the Jews who had believed him, 
Jesus said, ‘If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know 
the truth, and the truth will set you free.’” Getting my way isn’t freedom—not in Jesus’ 
eyes. Freedom doesn’t come from a country or a political party. It comes from the truth. 
“The truth will set you free.” The devil’s lie is that freedom is doing what you want. The 
truth is that real freedom is trusting in what Jesus did for you. 

Now think again of our country. What do we need? Not a certain political party. Not a 
change in the laws. What do we need? The truth. We need more of God’s Word. That’s 
what changes hearts. That’s what changes minds. Whenever you feel weighed down by 
sin, God’s truth will set you free. Whenever you feel trapped by worry, God’s truth will 
set you free. Whenever you feel surrounded by sadness, God’s truth will set you free. We 
celebrate our countries freedom this month and we should, but May we remember to 
turn too and celebrate the one who has truly set us free. 
Pastor Mark



Christian Men's Fellowship

The month of June was a business one for the 
CMF.  It began with fourteen church members 
attending the Wood Ducks baseball game in Kinston 
on Friday, June 2nd. The evening was enjoyed by all, 
and the Wood Ducks won their game.  
  On Monday, June 5th, the regular monthly CMF 
meeting was held in the fellowship hall. Dennis Jones 
gave a brief program on the historical growth of the 
universal and local church starting on Pentecost, 
leading up to the Second Great Awakening revival at 
Cane Ridge, Kentucky in 1801, which led to the 
establishment of Christian Church/Disciples of 
Christ in 1832, under the leadership of Barton W. 
Stone, Thomas and Alexander Campbell.  That 
movement led to the establishment of Richlands 
Christian Church in 1882.  In each case a small group 
of devoted Christians took the initiative of the Holy 
Spirit to evangelize Christianity, leading to the 
Disciple Heritage movement at FCC in December 
2014.  In recognition of the historical growth of our 
local church, the CMF started a campaign to raise 
$1200 for a memorial bronze plaque to be placed at 
the front of the church.  We are happy to report that 
the necessary funds have been donated to purchase 
the plaque by several individuals, above and beyond 
the church budget.  A memorial service will be 
planned in the near future after the plaque is 
purchased and installed.  Many thanks for those who 

participated in this special project!

 On Thursday, June 8th, the CMF sponsored a 
Disciple Heritage gathering of Christian men from 
three of our local churches – FCC, Pleasant Hill and 
Tuckahoe. A catered meal was provided by the local 
CMF, and Mac Tucker gave an inspirational message 
for the twenty-four men who gathered for the 
evening.  We extend a special thanks to Sam Wente 
for providing his musical talents in leading the men 
in songs.

On Saturday, June 17th, eleven of our church men 
gathered at Baker’s Restaurant near Jacksonville at 
7:15 a.m. [Angie’s Restaurant was closed for 
vacation.] We were joined by Edward Williams’ 
brother, James, who was celebrating his birthday 
that day.  Our next Birthday Breakfast will be held 
on Saturday, July 15th, at 7:15 a.m. at Angie’s 
Restaurant in Jacksonville. All men are invited to 
attend this social event for a good breakfast meal, 
while enjoying fellowship among Christian men!
   On Sunday, June 25th, CMF President Tom 
Barbee presented the $500 2023 John Byrd 
Memorial Scholarship to our own Thomas Nelson, 
son of Jesse and Ann.  We celebrate all the 
accomplishments of Thomas during his years at 
Richlands High School, as well as, extend our 
congratulations to his sister, Hannah, who 
graduated from college a few weeks earlier.  May 
God continue to guide and direct you both in the 
years ahead!
   Finally, on Friday, June 30th, the CMF provided 
the evening meal for the final day of Vacation Bible 
School.  Hamburgers and hot dogs were provided 
by the group, with a special thanks to Roy Metts, for 
his assistance in cooking.
   Our next regular monthly meeting of the CMF 
will be held on Monday, July 3rd, at 7 p.m. in the 
fellowship hall.  All men of the church are 
encouraged to attend the gathering for an 
inspirational devotion by Tom Barbee, as well as, an 
opportunity to enjoy fellowship with Christian 
brethren!  We hope to see you then!!

Dennis E. Jones

CMF Reporter

CMF



SAMARITAN SHOEBOX MINISTRY
Brief Overview Of Operation Christmas Child Or SSB

This program was started in the United Kingdom in 1990 by Dave and Jill Cooke. Three years after this beginning, 
the Wales-based shoebox gift project merged in a partnership with Samaritan’s Purse, allowing them to share 20 
years of expertise in relief and aid work with the project, and expand the reach of the shoebox gifts to more than 
28,000 children that year. Since 1993, Operation Christmas Child has delivered gift-filled shoeboxes to over 209 
million children in more than 170 countries and territories.
Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s Purse, an international relief organization. Their mission is to 
provide local partners around the world with shoeboxes filled with small toys, hygiene items, and school supplies as a 
means of reaching out to children in their own communities with the Good News of Jesus Christ. They ship these 
simple gifts outside the United States to children affected by war, poverty, natural disaster, famine, and disease; and 
to children living on Native American reservations in the U.S.
Local ministry partners distribute your packed shoebox gifts to children in their communities. After receiving 
shoebox gifts, many boys and girls are invited to enroll in The Greatest Journey, a 12-lesson discipleship program. 
Through the program, ministry partners are able to establish long-term, caring relationships with children and 
families, sharing the love of Jesus Christ.  

SHOEBOX ITEMS STILL
Youth Flip Flops  (Youth sizes only) Colored Pencils
Dental Floss  Sheets of Stickers
Ponytail Holders               Colored Pencils
Hairbands  Small Puzzles
Hairbows               Stuffed Animals (approx. 5” to 7”)
Travel Size Tissues   Small Toys
Small Lined Notebooks                Small Games
1 Subject Spiral Notebook Small Balls

OTHER SUPPLIES NEEDED
The below supplies are the items we are using to make things for the Shoeboxes, such as, necklaces,

Tic-Tac-Toe Games, People & Robots made out of plastic bottles & bottle caps, etc.
Zip Lock Storage Bags (Gallon Size)                                       Beads (for making necklaces)
Plastic Soda Bottles (Please Clean & Let Dry)               Plastic Craft Lace (for making necklaces)
Plastic Soda Bottle Caps (water bottle caps too small)     New or Used CD’s
Foam Sheets to make Tic-Tac-Toe                                        Felt Squares (all colors)
Foam Cut Out Pieces (to use as Tic-Tac-Toe Game Pieces)         

The above two list of items are things we still need to fill the Shoeboxes for the 2023 Christmas season.  Your 
continued support has helped FCC to supply at least 400 shoeboxes each year to Operation Christmas Child, a 
Franklin Graham ministry.  
For anyone who is not familiar with this ministry we fill shoeboxes with school supplies, and basic needs for children 
around the world.   We send them to Samaritan’s Shoebox, Operation Christmas Child operation center & they 
deliver them to children around the world. They add a book called “The Greatest Journey” in each child’s own 
language.  This book is about Jesus and his ministry, and how he died on the cross for our sins.  The children are then 
offered a twelve-week Bible study.  Thousands, and thousands of children, and their families give their life to Christ 
because of a shoebox.  A shoebox is a tool God uses to spread His Gospel to people all over the world.   This is your 
opportunity to witness to children all over the world.  To learn more about this ministry click on 
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/

Brenda Huffman
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Y O U T H Every Wednesday  6:30 - 8:00 PM

Nursery is Available 11:00 Service

S E R V I C E S
Every Sunday

8:30 AM & 11:00AM 

Kid's Church 11:00 3yrs-5th Grade

Jesus Cafe 9:45 Coffee & pastry

S U N D A Y S C H O O L
9:45 in the Fellowship Hall

Choir will be off for the summer starting 
June 7th.

Praise Team Practice on Thursdays

2 John Tripp, Maddie Reid
  7 Mark Lunceford, Libby Mobley
  9 Cathy Cabrera
14 Valerie Padgett, Jackie Wilkins
15 Angela Bostic
16 Ken Brown
18 Allen Barbee
20 Reba Farrior, Thomas Nelson
21 Taylor Bostic, Ann Ridge
24 Violet Taylor, Rachel Howard
27 Richard Quirk
28 Carolyn McGowan
29 Charles Whitaker

EVENTS
3rd CMF Meeting 7:00 PM
3&4 Office Closed Independence Day
10th Board Meeting 7:00 PM
11th CWF Meeting 7:00 PM
15th Men's Birthday Breakfast 7:15 AM Angie's
28th Friday Night Sing
29th Women Feed the Homeless

B I B L E S T U D Y
Every Wednesday Adult 9:30 AM & 6:30 PM

Throughout The Week

Volunteers

We are needing volunteers for the sound 
room on Sunday's. See Tim Adkins or call the 
church office if you are interested.

S.T.A.R.S

Seniors That Are Really Special 
(55 and Older)

Lunch July 9 following 11:00 service 
&

July 22 Lunch at King's then to 
watch a Wood Ducks Game
Please contact Terry Jarman if you 
are interested in attending.

Church PC
Highlight
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